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Tax Amnesty Program 

 

The Federal Revenue Law for 2013, published in the Federal Official Gazette on December 17, 

2012, included a tax amnesty program for the total or partial forgiveness of taxes due, which is 

applicable in respect of federal contributions whose administration corresponds to the Tax 

Administration Service (SAT per its acronym in Spanish), antidumping duties, the restatement for 

inflation and accessories (i.e. interest) related to such concepts, as well as penalties resulting from 

the failure to comply with tax obligations other than payment obligations (formal obligations). 

 

In general terms, the tax amnesty program includes the following benefits: 

 

(i) For taxes due for years prior to 2007, a reduction of 80% of the tax due, restated for 

inflation, and a 100% reduction of interest charges, penalties and collection expenses. 

 

In the event that the taxpayers were audited by the tax authorities during tax years 2009, 

2010 and 2011 and, as a consequence thereof, it was determined that they complied with 

their tax obligations, or they paid any tax deficiencies determined by the tax authorities, 

and to the extent they are up to date in complying with their tax obligations, the 

forgiveness will be equivalent to 100% of the tax liability. 

 

(ii) For taxes due for years 2007 through 2012, a reduction of 100% of interest charges, 

penalties and collection expenses (i.e. unpaid tax restated for inflation would have to be 

paid).  

 

In any case, the portion of the tax liability that is not forgiven according to this program must be 

fully paid in order to qualify for the program.  

 

This tax amnesty program is available both for taxes assessed by the tax authorities, and for self-

determined taxes that are voluntarily corrected by taxpayers.  
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Additionally, it is provided that in the case of tax assessments that have been challenged by 

taxpayers through any legal remedy, such legal mean shall be withdrawn prior to requesting the 

authorization for applying the program. 

 

For the application of the tax amnesty, the Federal Revenue Law for 2013 established that 

taxpayers must file a formal written request (application) before the tax authorities, complying 

with the requirements established through administrative rules.  

 

In this regard, on February 19, 2013 the First Resolution of Modifications to the Miscellaneous Tax 

Resolution for 2013 was published in the Federal Official Gazette, which included the Regulations 

for the application of the tax amnesty program that are summarized in this document. The main 

aspects of such Regulations are detailed below: 

 

Application Filing 

 

Unlike the Federal Revenue Law that granted the amnesty program for tax year 2013, the 

Regulations establish that taxpayers must file an online application to be eligible for the tax 

amnesty program no later than May 31, 2013, before the tax office that corresponds to the 

taxpayer’s tax domicile. 

 

Procedure 

 

The procedure to be followed to file the application consists of accessing the SAT’s website by 

using the taxpayer’s electronic signature, and reviewing the taxes that will be listed by the tax 

authorities as eligible for the application of the amnesty program. Any differences would need to 

be clarified with the tax authorities prior to requesting the application of the program.  

 

If the taxes are self-determined and they are not listed in the SAT’s website, the taxpayer may 

detail the type of taxes, periods, etc. in order to request the application of the program for such 

amounts. In cases where the taxes derive from tax assessments that were challenged by the 

taxpayers and that are still in process of being resolved, the legal remedy must first be withdrawn, 

and evidence of the motion filed by the taxpayer must be attached to the tax amnesty application, 

or may be sent by postal service to the tax authorities within 30 days. 

 

As a general rule, once the application is submitted, and the amounts that were not forgiven are 

paid in accordance with the instructions provided in the website, the program is considered as 

correctly applied and the process is concluded, without the need for a formal response by the tax 

authorities. If a formal response confirming the application of the program is explicitly requested 

by the taxpayer, then a ruling will be issued by the tax authorities within a 30-day period.  
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Some additional details of the process are included in the Regulations, which would need to be 

reviewed in detail if it is intended to apply this program for any taxes due. 

 

Clarification of “Audited tax years” for Purposes of Increasing Forgiveness 

 

These regulations clarify what should be understood as having been audited during years 2009, 

2010, and 2011 (which would enable the taxpayer to qualify for a 100% forgiveness of the taxes 

due corresponding to periods preceding 2007), since this could have been interpreted in two 

different ways: (i) that the taxpayer was audited in respect of such tax years, or (ii) that the 

taxpayer was subject to an audit during such years with respect to different periods. 

 

In this regard, it is established that the applicable requirements will be met if the taxpayer has 

been subject to a tax audit for each and every tax year of 2009, 2010 and 2011, and that as a 

result of such audits either the tax authorities determined that the taxpayer correctly complied 

with its tax obligations, or the taxpayer paid any taxes due that may have been determined in 

such processes.  

 

Tax Amnesty is not Taxable Income 

 

The regulations provide that the amounts forgiven under the tax amnesty program will not be 

considered as taxable income for income tax purposes. 

 

Voidance of Tax Amnesty 

 

The regulations also provide that when any of the applicable requirements provided by the Federal 

Revenue Law and the Regulations is not met, the benefits of the tax amnesty program will not 

have any effect.  

 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

Mexico City 

 February 2013 

 

 

 

 

 
This Tax Flash contains information of a general nature and, thus, it does not address any particular case or facts. The information contained herein is accurate as of the date 

of issuance; however, we make no representation as to the fact that such information be accurate in the future. Accordingly, we recommend that specific advise addressing 
your particular circumstances be requested. 

 


